
 

 

  PatCom  ExCo 11 December 2020 
 
 
Notes from the Meeting:   EPO programme:  Providing access to commercial services for PatLib   
 
Introduction: 
Ann introduced PatLib and the EPO plans for PatLib 2.0, which are at a very early stage.  (See below 
and the  separate email notes from Ann on this also attached for background).   
 
The EPO has initially proposed a programme which can be made available to all PatLibs (c. 300) 
around EPO countries.  (This could be tiered – there are currently four levels of PatLibs according to 
service provision). 
 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the preliminary information we have, prepare for the 
follow up meeting with the EPO, and to decide whether PatCom wishes to express support.  
The EPO plans to announce the ‚access to commercial services programme‘ at the next PatLib 
conference in May 2021.   
 
The programme is unlikely to begin before January 2022, so there is time to prepare and for us to 
help shape the programme offerings. 
 
PatLib: 
The PatLib centres provide support for anyone who wants to file a patent or use patent information.    
There is huge variability in capabilities and services provision, and how they are financed. 
The EPO wants to upskill people working at the centres where there is little expertise regarding IPRs 
and patent information, to enable the centres to be more proactive. 
 
Commercial Providers 
The programme represents an opportunity for reaching potential new customers for PatCom 
members. 
But some PatLibs will already be customers of some commercial services.  Care will be needed to not 
undermine this. 
Some PatCom members are already involved with the WIPO ASPI programme, so have experience 
with providing  discounted access for less developed economies.  
 
We agreed that there are many positives for PatCom members in supporting the proposal.   
We need to listen to the EPO’s proposals on Tuesday and then discuss at the next ExCo in early 2021. 
 
Questions for the EPO meeting on Tuesday: 
What are the EPO’s aims with the programme? 
Is finance available? E.g. to deliver training.  (for the PatLib, for providers?) 
Administration of the programme: 
How much feedback can PatCom expect from the centres?   E.g. who is using the services? For 
whom?  Contact details?   
 
Next Steps: 
PatCom  has a follow up meeting with the EPO on 15 December meeting invitation is for 15:00 GMT.  
Jane, Ann, Paul and Jurjen to attend for PatCom.   
Action:   Confirm EPO attendees (JL), confirm Agenda for the meeting. 



 

 

 
Attendees: 
 
Ann Chapman, (AC) Minesoft, Chair PatCom 
Paul Peters, CAS, Vice Chair, PatCom 
Jane List,Extract Info. Secretary PatCom 
Robert Fokkema, LHIP 
Armin Foerderer, FIZ Karlsruhe 
 
Agenda : How can PatCom support the EPO and PatLib 
 

1. Introduction:  Ann.  
The EPO are planning to reinvigorate the PatLib centres in 2021 by improving the level of service the 
centres can provide, particularly for SMEs and inventors.   
 
Here is the link to PatLib centres: 
https://www.epo.org/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/patlib.html  
 

2. Discussion :  What can PatCom members offer? 
E.G: 

• Financial support 

• Practical support 
o Database access 
o Training 
o Search service provision.  
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